
MATERNAL HEALTH 
AWARENESS DAY

 

 

 

PROGAM

Legislative Event 2023

January 23rd, 2023
12 AM - 4 PM



SCHEDULE 
OF EVENTS

WHERE: Central Presbyterian Church
WHO:  Maternal Health Advocates
WHEN:  12:00 PM - 1 PM

Press Conference on Maternal 
Health Awareness 

Advocacy Partner Lunch

Chalk It Up Community Rally

WHERE:  Liberty Plaza
WHO:  Open to the Public
WHEN:  2 PM - 4 PM

WHERE:  Liberty Plaza
WHO:  Advocates, Partners, and Sponsors

WHEN:  1:30 PM - 2 PM



Advocacy Partner Lunch

WHERE: Central Presbyterian 
Church
WHO:  Maternal Health Advocates
WHEN:  12:00 PM - 1 PM

Ky Linberg
Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Georgia

Madison Scott

Kameron Dawson

Margaret Master

A Better Balance

Katherine Sylvester
Operation Mist 

Allison Glass
9 to 5 Georgia 

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Georgia

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Georgia



Chalk It Up
Community Rally

WHERE:  Liberty Plaza
WHO:  Open to the Public
WHEN:  2 PM - 4 PM

Ky Linberg

PSI Georgia

PSI Georgia

Shontel Cargill 

Liz Routh

Donna Jacobs
Full Spectrum Doula

Gabrielle Rogers
National Coalition of 100 Black Women 
Decatur-DeKalb Chapter, Inc. 

Madison Scott
HMHBGA

MC

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Georgia



Chalk It Up
Community Rally

WHERE:  Liberty Plaza
WHO:  Open to the Public
WHEN:  2 PM - 4 PM

A Better Balance
Kameron Dawson

Shannon Stevenson

Fowzio Jama
Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Georgia

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of 
Georgia

NAMI Georgia
Miriam Goodfriend



Luminary: PSI Georgia 



Sponsors

Supporters

Champion 



We Focus On
Advocacy Issues: 

Reproductive Rights & Justice; 
Voting Rights; Gun Safety; 

Maternal & Child Healthcare; and 
Judicial Nominations.
Community Services: 

Atlanta Jewish Coalition for Literacy 
(tutor in six Title 1 schools); 

Refugee & Immigrant Resettlement;
Food Insecurity;

Feminine Healthcare Insecurity;
Teen Contraception Education

Call us: 404.843.9600 • Email us: ncjw@ncjwatlanta.org • Visit us: www.ncjwatlanta.org

Be a part of our mission to 
improve the quality of life for 
women, children, and families 

and to safeguard individual 
rights and freedoms.



Sponsors
Advocates



Sponsors
Advocates



Sponsors
Advocates

Latasia Cox
Margaret Master
Mercer University

National Coalition of 100 Black Women 
Decatur 

New Georgia Project
Northeast Georgia Health System 

Operation M.I.S.T.
Prime BabyTime Consulting, LLC

Rivka Clarke
 Rollins School of Public Health 

SBC Global
SOWEGA Rising

Tara’s Birth Services
Voices for Georgia's Children

Wellstar
YMCA of Greater Atlanta

 

9to5 Georgia
A Better Balance
Amplify Georgia

Bethany Cole
Caryn Hanrahan

Center for Black Women's Wellness
Center for Reproductive Rights

Elevance Health
Emory University

Feminists Women’s Health Center
GEEARS

Georgia Watch
Georgia Southern University

Georgia Dental Hygenist's Association
Healthcare Georgia 

Irene Yang
Johnecia Mason
Jonathan Smith

 





The Wilen Award acknowledges the hard work and efforts of our State’s 
lawmakers to improve maternal and child health through policy change. 

Charlotte Wilen was an avid advocate for Georgia families during her life and 
was the founder of HMHBGA in 1974. 

CHAROLETTE WILEN 
ADVOCATE OF THE 

YEAR AWARD 

Senator Dean Burke 

We honor Senator 
Deane Burke for his 

work on the 
Medicaid 

Postpartum 
Extension in this 
previous session. 

THANK YOU 
Senator Burke for 

your advocacy and 
dedication to 

Georgia's moms.  



Preterm birth
Low birthweight delivery
Infant mortality rate
Rates of inadequate prenatal care

Project 236 is an advocacy tool that can be used
to understand the state of maternal and infant
health in your legislative district! Advocates are
encouraged to use this tool to speak with their
legislators about comprehensive policy changes.
Statistics based on county-level data for all of
Georgia's 236 districts on

How to Use Project 236 in Advocacy

How does your district compare to the state of
Georgia overall? Is there an area where your
Senate district is performing lower? Speak with
your Senator about how comprehensive policies
can address negative outcomes. Does your
House district have outcomes that are better
than the state of Georgia? Talk with your
Representative about what they can do to make
sure it stays that way or even improves.

Project 236

 
Visit out website at hmhbga.org for more information on our advocacy efforts.

Find the Data for 
Your District

https://hmhbga.org/project-236-fact-sheets/
https://hmhbga.org/project-236-fact-sheets/
https://hmhbga.org/project-236-fact-sheets/


2023 LEGISLATIVE 
POLICY AGENDA

Support the expansion and advocacy efforts of the 
perinatal workforce in our state. 

Support Doula Medicaid Reimbursement and provide a safety net fund 
for prenatal, birth, and postpartum doula services.

Increase access to legislative process for doulas and midwives. 

Increase successful integration of doulas and midwives into the health 
care system.

To get involved, please email Chanel Stryker-Boykin, 
our Perinatal Workforce Specialist at 
chanel.stryker-boykin@hmhbga.org

Join the Doula Access Working Group

Read more about our Medicaid Doula Pilot. 

https://www.reckon.news/family/2022/09/a-doula-for-everyone-a-new-georgia-medicaid-program-aims-improve-birth-outcomes.html#:~:text=Earlier%20this%20year%2C%20the%20Healthy,pregnant%20Medicaid%20recipients%20across%20Georgia.


2023 LEGISLATIVE 
POLICY AGENDA

Support legislation to protect pregnant and 
postpartum employees in the workplace.

Support a federal and state law that ensures pregnant and postpartum 
receive appropriate workplace accommodations.

Support expansion of paid family and medical leave for all private and 
public sector employees in the state.

To get involved please email Madison Scott, Policy and 
Research Manager at madison.scott@hmhbga.org

Join the Georgia Coalition for Pregnant Workers

PREGNANT WORKERS FAIRNESS ACT
 Sign our letter urging our federal senators to bring the 

Pregnant Workers Fairness Act to a vote! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBrbNJ2uJCiV8Zdv5nWmcfWjAmnismkEyU1nUoaxfsKYcn9w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBrbNJ2uJCiV8Zdv5nWmcfWjAmnismkEyU1nUoaxfsKYcn9w/viewform


2023 LEGISLATIVE 
POLICY AGENDA

Increase access to adequate oral healthcare for 
pregnant women.

 

Reduce pregnancy discrimination in oral health care. 

Increase provider knowledge about oral health care for pregnant and 
postpartum people. 

Extend Medicaid to include oral health codes for pregnant people up 
to 12 months postpartum.

To get involved please email Fowzio Jama, our 
Research Coordinator at fowzio.jama@hmhbag.org 

Join the Oral Health Working Group

WHY ORAL HEALTH CARE?
Poor oral healthcare can result in pregnant persons experiencing 

premature delivery, low birth weight, pre-eclampsia, pregnancy tumors, 
and tooth decay. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBrbNJ2uJCiV8Zdv5nWmcfWjAmnismkEyU1nUoaxfsKYcn9w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBrbNJ2uJCiV8Zdv5nWmcfWjAmnismkEyU1nUoaxfsKYcn9w/viewform


2023 LEGISLATIVE 
POLICY AGENDA

Improve the physical and mental health and 
wellness of pregnant and postpartum people. 

Increase representation of maternal mental health in all mental health 
and substance abuse discussions and policies. 

Increase reimbursements for pregnancy related or associated mental 
health conditions.  

Expand prenatal and postpartum screening, education, and direct 
maternal mental health services. 

Address and reduce maternal substance abuse and intimate partner 
violence. 

To get involved please email Madison Scott, Policy and 
Research Manager at madison.scott@hmhbga.org

Join the Maternal Mental Health Taskforce 
and Medicaid Utlization Working Group 



2023 LEGISLATIVE 
POLICY AGENDA

Expand the funding and improve health of 
infants in our state. 

Ensure adequate funding to the Department of Public Health’s 
Maternal & Child Health Section. 

Ensure optimal use of the Medicaid pathways for maternal and infant 
health.

Support increasing the state tobacco product excise tax on both 
tobacco and tobacco alternative products.

To get involved please email Precious Andrews, 
Director of Special Projects and Innovation at 
precious.andrews@hmhbga.org

Join the Infant Mortality Working Group

Check out our 236 advocacy tool. 

https://www.hmhbga.org/project-236-fact-sheets

